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Introduction

Do you talk to your computer? I don't mean swearing at it because it doesn't do the thing you want it to do. You should be able to have it find desired files on your computer, remind you to go to a doctor's appointment, play your favorite music, or even convert a certain number of kilograms to pounds.

How do you get your PC to do those things by voice commands alone?

You will need to configure Speech Recognition on Windows 10. You start this by getting into Control Panel (for example and typing the words Control Panel into the search box on the left side of the Task Bar.) You then are given several options to choose from, one of which will be "Ease of Access." Click on that and you are taken to a page which offers the options "Ease of Access Center" and "Speech Recognition."

When you click on Speech Recognition, you are taken to a window where you will click on the option for "Start Speech Recognition." That takes you to a "Set up Speech Recognition" page where you again click on the tab at the bottom right for Next.

You are now taken to a page where you specify the type of microphone you will be using. When you click the Next button, read the information on the page and then continue.

After you perform the actions of setting up your microphone click Next again. You will be instructed to read the following text aloud, "Peter dictates to his computer. He prefers it to typing, and particularly prefers it to pen and paper." After reading that aloud, you can click on Next again, read the information on that page, and then again on the next page. You will be taken to a page where the title is Set up Speech Recognition, and you now choose one of the two options of Enable document review or Disable document review, which you choose between depending upon your concern for privacy.

After clicking Next again, you are taken to a page where you pick an activation mode: manual activation mode or voice activation mode. After that you are taken to a page where you can view or print the voice commands you can use. Then you move on to a page where you can choose to Run Speech Recognition at startup. Finally, you are taken to a page where you can choose between Start tutorial and Skip tutorial, and the differences between the uses of each option is explained, and this ends the setup phase.

Now you can control the computer with your voice.
